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Easter is upon us, and the Great Fifty Days of the Easter Season.  It is a time when we rejoice in the resur-

rection of our Lord.  During Easter, we do not say the Confession, because the theme is joy, and grace, and 

love.  When we enter into the Season after Pentecost, we will once again confess our sins. 

 During the last month, I have been working on a grant for a sabbatical that I hope to take in the 

summer of 2017.  The grant requires much writing, calculating, and thinking hard about what I want to do, 

and what the church will do while I am gone, so that we can all learn together.  After much thought, I have 

settled on three things that are important:  Marriage, Family, and Pilgrimage.  My husband Steve and I will 

have been married for 33 years next summer; we want to take a second honeymoon.  We have not had a 

vacation with our children since 2004, so we hope that both of them will have time to come with us for a 

few weeks.  Both of these – marriage, and family, are Sacred Doorways for me.  My time with my children 

is limited; it is sacred time, holy ground.  My marriage is a sacrament, and my husband is my best friend. 

 My third area of interest is Pilgrimage, also a Sacred Doorway.  Some day I would like to walk the 

Santiago de Compostella, the “Way of St. James,” but it is not something my husband is interested in.  So I 

chose to do something that we could do together – a pilgrimage to sites that are Holy Ground to me:  Can-

terbury, which is the Mecca of Episcopalians; Chichester, where there is some beautiful Iconography and 

Stations of the Cross that I must see; and Coventry, where the Cross of Nails stands as a testimony to pray-

ing for our enemies, and for international reconciliation.  What would it look like if St. Thomas’ were to 

have such a ministry – a ministry of forgiveness? 

 As part of the Sabbatical planning, the Vestry and I looked at ways St. Thomas’ could be involved.  

We came up with three ways the congregation can be involved in Pilgrimage: 

 

 * Create a Lenten Study on Pilgrimage, ending with a pilgrimage to the National Cathedral. 

 

 * Our Vacation Bible School next year will be on a theme of Pilgrimage 

 

 * We hope that everyone in the parish will be involved in a pilgrimage of some kind during the 

 summer – to a different church, or to a holy site, perhaps while on Vacation.  A holy site is sacred 

 space either to the public, or sacred space for an individual.  Where do you find peace?  This may 

 be a holy site for you. 

 

 Another part of the Sabbatical Planning is to have your approval.  On Sunday, April 3rd, we will 

have a brief meeting regarding my Sabbatical after church.  I hope you can come, and let me know how 

you feel about my having a sabbatical at this time.  By 2017, I will have been at St. Thomas’ for six years; 

The usual sabbatical time is every 5-7 years. 
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There is a saying that the third time is a charm…we certainly hope so!  

You might remember that last year, the Diocese was going to support a program entitled “Recasting Your 

Assets”. This was a program of the Episcopal Church Building Fund. Three of us attended a conference and 

were planning how to begin, when internal changes at the ECBF last summer resulted in the two archi-

tects of that program no longer being associated with ECBF.  The Diocese of Maryland decided to pull out 

of any future planning with the group, and St. Thomas’ began looking for an alternative. 

 

Then we explored ABCD (Asset Based Community Development) training. We sent representatives to 

learn more about it, asked the volunteers for the Recasting Your Assets program to “hold on” while we 

rethought our approach, and included the ABCD program into our annual goals. The ABCD organizers said 

they would be offering the next ABCD in Maryland.  We’ve just found out that they will not be doing any-

thing in Maryland. 

 

So…in order to continue move our church forward, we have decided as a Vestry to plan our own way. Be-

ginning in April, we will hold several meetings bringing together the Vestry and the congregation to gather 

the information we would have obtained through the ABCD program and to strengthen the relationship 

between St. Thomas’ leadership and the congregation. 

 

Breaking Bread with the Vestry will take place on April 17th, May 1, May 15, May 22, and June 5, at 11am 

in the Fellowship Hall. The discussion sessions will last 1 ½ - 2 hours and will include lunch. In order to be 

able to give everyone an opportunity to speak, the sessions will be limited to 20 people per session plus a 

couple of Vestry members. 

 

We will be discussing change, the gifts within St. Thomas’, and your thoughts on how we can use those 

gifts to meet our mission in the community. If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Loree+, Beth 

Crosby, or Jan Bahner. Sign up sheets will be circulated in church and then available in the Narthex. 

 

We look forward to spending time with each of you and to an exciting future together! Enjoy the begin-

ning of Spring! 

 

Peace, 

Jan Bahner 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR  

SENIOR WARDEN,  

Jan Bahner  
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THE VESTRY CORNER! 

 

The Vestry is the governing board of this church 
and therefore we bear legal, fiscal, and moral responsibility for our 
decisions. We are accountable to the parishioners, to the Diocese, 
and to God (not necessarily in that order).  
Canonically we are also required to be “active communicants in 
good standing”, which means we attend church regularly, are active 
in leadership, and are regular givers of record.  The By-Laws of St. 
Thomas’ also require that we make an annual pledge as a commit-
ment to the future of the church.  

If you wish to explore the possibility of serving as a member of the 

Vestry, please ask the Rector or one of the Wardens for more infor-

mation, and stay tuned to The Vestry Corner in future editions of 

The Good News. 

Welcome to The Vestry Corner, a new feature of the 
monthly Good News. Hopefully, you will learn a lit-
tle something about what it means to be a member 
of the Vestry at St. Thomas'!   

RIDES 

We have parishioners in our congregation who would like to attend church, 
but can no longer drive.  If you would like to be a “Driving Buddy,” your time 
and effort would be most appreciated.  Please contact the Church office, 410-
821-5489 or stthomastowson@gmail.com, to volunteer. 

mailto:stthomastowson@gmail.com
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MEALS ON WHEELS 

Meals on Wheels of Central Maryland is in need of volunteers in the Towson, 
Timonium and Lutherville areas of Baltimore County. If you can give time be-
tween 11:00am and 1:30pm to deliver nutritious meals to the homebound 
and elderly, please contact Meals on Wheels. 

Meals on Wheels also has space for clients who live in the Towson, Timonium 
and Lutherville area of Baltimore County. If you know someone who is unable 
to cook or shop for themselves and could use 2 nutritious meals per day, 
please direct them to mealsonwheelsmd.org or call 410-838-0013 to speak to 
someone in their local region about the requirements and cost of this  
service.    

Our congregation has been most supportive of the Card Ministry. Thank you 

all for the cards you have donated. This helps us remember our Church mem-

bers, especially those who are ill and shut in. -Betty Wilson 

THE CARD MINISTRY THANKS YOU!                                                                       

AFRICAN TEAM MINISTRIES                                                                       

African Team Ministries will be here April 9th and 10th, selling their handmade crafts 

once again. The support they receive is sent directly to their partnering Bishops to pro-

vide school fees, tuition, books, and uniforms. This support ensures that the children re-

ceive an education and a measure of stability needed to  

rebuild their minds. They currently have children registered for sponsorship in Kenya, 

Uganda, and Tanzania.  

http://mealsonwheelsmd.org
tel:410-838-0013
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DREAMBUILDERS 

The DreamBuilders leadership team wishes to bring you 

up to date on our exciting plans for this year.  

As most of you know, DreamBuilders is an interfaith part-

nership of six churches and Temple Isaiah--working to-

gether to build or restore homes for those in need.  It 

started fourteen years ago when the Youth Group of St. Mark’s travelled to Franklin, West Virginia to 

work with Habitat for Humanity. It was such an amazing experience for the 12 teens and adults that 

St. Mark’s decided to repeat it every year.  Before long the church members realized that it would be 

even more amazing if they invited other congregations to share the experience with them. 

No one predicted that the group would grow as much as it has and involve as many teens and adults 

from Howard County, Carroll County, and the Baltimore area.  Many of our congregants have partici-

pated in builds locally, nationally and internationally. It is a life changing experience for many people.  

We have been very busy this winter preparing for another exciting year of projects. So busy, that we 

decided NOT to have our annual spaghetti dinner and silent auction this spring. We had some funds 

left over from last year and we needed to focus our attention on the following projects for 2016: 

March 19: We are nearing completion of a project with the ARC of Howard County to gut and re-

build the interior of an adult home in Phelps Luck. We encourage volunteers to sign up for the 

final work day on our website. 

May 15-21: We have been working in New Orleans every year since 2006, one year after Hurri-

cane Katrina. We will return this year with a team of volunteers to work with the St. Bernard 

Project. 

June 19-25:  

Franklin, West Virginia for a blitz build. For the first time, we will be working with the Fuller 

Center for Housing instead of Habitat. To learn more about the Fuller Center, visit their 

web site at www.fullercenter.org. 

Queens, New York. Here we will be renovating homes destroyed by Hurricane Sandy. 

July 31- August 6: Columbia, South Carolina to work with St. Bernard Project. 

SI Restoration, a local business that provided great support to our Baltimore City project last year, ap-

proached us about forming a partnership to build or renovate homes in the local area for veterans. 

We have an upcoming meeting with the Baltimore Station, a veteran support organization. If this goes 

well, we may take on one or more projects this year. 

 

http://www.fullercenter.org
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As you can see, there is a great deal going on and hence the decision to skip the spaghetti dinner. If you 

would like to make a donation to DreamBuilders this year, here are a couple of options: 

Visit www.dreambuildersmd.org. You can now make a donation on-line. 

Consider buying tickets to a comedy show to be held at Temple Isaiah on March 19. A portion of the 

proceeds from this show will go to DreamBuilders. For more information, visit comedyton-

ite.ticketspice.com/comedy-tonite. You can also get to this site from the DreamBuilders home 

page. 

We are eternally grateful for the generous support you have given us over the years. May we find 

peace and joy by working together to help those in need.  

The DreamBuilders Leadership Team 

5w9!a.¦L[59w{ ό/ƻƴΩǘύ 

FUN FACTS CORNER: EPISCOPAL CHURCH SNAPSHOT 

The Episcopal Church 

¶ 6,700 congregations 

¶ Average Sunday attendance at a “typical” parish –100 people 

¶ 1.9 million active members 

¶ 18,000 clergy (including retired) 

¶ Total gross receipts over $2 billion per year 

¶ 52 percent of churches built before 1950 

¶ One of the 44 national and regional churches that make up the Anglican 

Communion (80 million members) 

Source: The Episcopal Handbook 

 

http://www.dreambuildersmd.org
http://comedytonite.ticketspice.com/comedy-tonite
http://comedytonite.ticketspice.com/comedy-tonite
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FRUIT SALES  - Last one of the season!  

The Rev. Scott Slater, Canon to the Ordinary, will be with us on Sunday  
March 24th.  After the service, Canon Slater will be with us at Coffee Hour. He 
likes to hear from the congregation how things are going.  Please join us for 
this important day  

DIOCESAN VISITATION- Sunday April 24th.  

We are now accepting fruit orders for April 9th. The deadline for April  
orders is Sunday, April 3rd. This is the last fruit sale of the season! Get your  
order in now, by submitting your order form, calling the church office at  
410-821-5489, sending us an email at stthomastowson@gmail.com. or using 
the online fruit order form at http://stthomastowson.org/fruit_form/.  

ALTAR GUILD                                                                       

   

Monthly memorials can be made in memory of a deceased loved one, 
or in thanksgiving for an anniversary, birthday or other special event. 

The following Memorials can be reserved for the 
month of May:  

¶ Altar flowers for the 2nd & 5th Sundays 
¶ Branch Candles 
¶ Eucharistic Candles 
¶ Sanctuary Candle 
¶ Wine 

The cost of each memorial is 

$25.  Please contact Diane  

Flayhart, 410-426-4618 or  

dflayhart.stthomas@gmail.com, or 

the church office,  

410-821-5489, if you are  

interested in reserving a  

memorial.  Thank you.  

tel:410-821-5489
mailto:stthomastowson@gmail.com
http://stthomastowson.org/fruit_form/
tel:410-426-4618
mailto:dflayhart.stthomas@gmail.com
tel:410-821-5489
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GOD PLANNED YOU FOR A PURPOSE                                                            

Birthdays and anniversaries are  
always celebrated and prayed for during 
Sunday services.  We would also like to 
put monthly birthdays in each issue of 
The Good News.  If your birthday is not 
listed when it should be, please contact 
the Church office,  
410-821-5489 or  
stthomastowson@gmail.com, or  
Betty Wilson, 410-937-2934 or  
oomawilson11@gmail.com. 

FLEA MARKET DONATIONS 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

6 David Harper 

8 Brianna Moulton Hugus 

 Greg Formwalt 

11 Reston James Oakey 

15 Amanda Snead 

18 James Bigwood, Jr. 

 Trevor Shuba 

 Kellie Walter 

25 Christine Condon 

 Katie Condon 

27 Linda Condon 

 Audrey Golde 

29 Vickie White 

Donations are welcomed for the St. Thomas’ table at the flea  
market.  Anyone who has something they’d like to donate should  
contact John Condon at 443-841-2483 or Vern Adams at  
443-257-6013. 

Rev. Loree Penner, Rector  Jan Bahner, Sr. Warden             Vernon Adams, Jr. Warden  
Cell: 443 -377-9048   443-564-9464   443-257-6013 

mailto:oomawilson11@gmail.com
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VISION 

St. Thomasô Episcopal Church is a diverse and loving family 

confidently dedicated to God and his Word, boldly striving to seek, 

to serve, and to reach out to those in need. 

MISSION 

We focus our response to God and to the community in joyful 

worship, compassionate outreach and relevant service. 

Through fellowship, music, study, and prayer, 

we seek to strengthen our faith, each other, and our love for God. 
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