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Slow Down. Be Quiet. It's Advent.
Faithfully,

The Reverend Loree Penner, Rector

410-821-5489
1108 Providence Road
Towson, MD 21286

stthomastowson@gmail.com

|l grew up i church that didn’

neighborhood did, so | learned that it existed, but | never understood it. Even now,

n a
as a priest, | cannot explain all of what Advent is. For many years, various churches
have tried to bring it down to simple meanings tied to the four candles in the Ad-
vent wreath; Hope, Love, Peace, Joy. And that isthe essence of Advent. But there is
so much more. Advent is a season that is so magical, so mysterious, so meaningful.
It is my favorite church season of the year.

Advent is upon us, beginning with the Sunday after Thanksgiving, and con-
tinues for four more weeks. In Advent we have individuals or families come and
light the candles on the Advent Wreath. The church is swathed in purple, and we
have odd gospel readings about the end of time, and John the Baptist, and finally,
about Mary and Joseph.

Advent is counter-cultural. At a time when life becomes even more hectic,
when we are required to spend more time in stores where Christmas kitch and
muzak assaults us, we are asked by the season to slow down. To be quiet. To pon-
der the mystery of Christ’s coming,
when he returns.

How does one do that in the midst of trying to keep up with school concerts,
Christmas parties, shopping, work, and everything else? How do we slow down?
How do we get quiet?

On our Facebook page and on our website, you will find a link to some Ad-
vent devotions written by the Society of St. John the Evangelist, an Episcopal order
of brothers in Boston. Even a few minutes a day pondering these devotions will
help you remember the Advent season.

You can make a simple Advent wreath from supplies you can buy at Mi-
chael ‘Amandrs.Jo Reading prayers weach
way for a family to remember the mystery and joy of Advent.

You can also join us for Celtic prayer on Thursday evenings at 6:30. We will
have an Advent theme for December, and spending this short time in prayer with
others is a great strength for the week.

I hope that thi
coming lighting your darkest moments.

s Advent, you may
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everlasting light,

O Christ, Redeemer o
us all,

We pray you hear us
when we call.

At your great Name,
O Jesus, now

All knees must bend, 4
[ hearfs Skt bod; S

All things on earth with
one accord

Like those in heaven,
shall call you Lord.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR
SENIOR WARDHBSAh Bahner
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For the next several months, members of the Blue Horizons Team will be writing to you about their experience as part
ofourteam® al ye& (KIyla (2 /KIFENIS&a {KAY2Y1SOAGT TFT2N) GKAA

aTo i mprove is to change; to be perfect
Winston Churchill

A few weeks ago, Reverend Loree discussed the Beatit
accept change.” Well, we are going through changes h
of us resist change and | i ke things as they are. Mys

things change. | used to think that changing meant failure. However, | have changed; now | believe change is good.

| was very happy with the 8am service. It was quiet; it was peaceful; | felt comfortable. However, a couple of years

ago, we changed the service times and blended every service together. At first, | was resistant, but | have grown to like

the new service. | actively participate and even sin
me. | have changed; now | believe change is good.

Recently, our nation has seen a big change by electing a new president. Many people fear the changes that are to
come. We need to pray that our new | eaders do what ' s

St. Thomas would benefit from the same kind of prayers. We are making changes; even though our changes are more
local than what we will see in our nation, they still may seem big to us. To many, the changes have just as much impact
on their lives as the election does for the nation. St. Thomas is our home and our sanctuary and to change that can
cause upset. All of us need to pray that the changes are for the best and they will benefit St. Thomas.

| was on the Vestry when we went through the changes involving finding a new rector. That was a scary experience; we
did not know whom we might get to lead us. While Bill and Linda did a wonderful job in the interim, they were tempo-
rary. God chose to bless us by sending Loree+ and Steve to St. Thomas. Loree+ has been wonderful at guiding us, and
now she is with us as we explore Blue Horizons.

Blue Horizons is a focus group | am participating in with other members of our church and with three other churches

near the Towson community. As a collective, we know that we need to change so that our churches can move forward

and continue on into the future. Bl ue Horizons is ab
have been holding us back. While we can’t ignore the

Loree+ told us that there would be changes coming. She also told us that the changes are not going to be too big or too

drastic. We moved our seats; that was a small change. We have moved the privacy panel in front of the choir; that is a
cosmetic change that will make the church look a little different, but it is not that big of a change. These small changes

do not affect the service. IlIt’'s all about perspectiywv

Get ready for change. We need to change. We won't ac
None of us is perfect, we never will be. Only God is perfect. With His help, we will be able to help St. Thomas continue
on into the 22™ Century. -

Charles Shimonkevitz
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR
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October’s gone..no more tricks; but sure

help with | eaf removal. Way to go guys..

is time for Jolly Ole St Nick!.

1) BG/E Lighting Audit update:

a) Burned out tubes in the FH have been replaced by BG/E.

b) Photocells (for all exterior lights) will be removed. We will use timers.

c) Emergency exit light (annex hallway) has been replaced by BG/E.

d) Switch/timer on side of building for outdoor lights will be modified.

e). Dk9 KI & & dzLftirdhe\s&&uarp operhpaf IgHXxa

2) Doors to Church/Fellowship Hall
We have stainless steel kick plates for the newly painted exterior church
doors and door stops for the interior church and FH doors. Also need to
do some caulking above the exterior church entrance door

3) Overgrowth at Entrance:

Recently sprayed some weed killer. Another spray was done on 11/5.
Will continue until cleared.
4) Safe in Sacristy:
| have re-ordered; COSTCO advises previous model not available.
5) Fire Protection:
Kitchen fire suppression (CO2) has been serviced and kitchen cleaning is scheduled before
the Bazaar. Vestry approved a new Fire Protection & Alarm Service; should be activated by
12/1. Working with Verizon to resolve FIOS availability and problems with system during
heavy rains.
6) Sounds for the Holidays:
Our new sound system should be up and running before the Holidays.

PLEASE NOTE: Next work day before Christmas is scheduled for 12/10. We will soon need volunteers to
help with Christmas decorations. We really need help with this! There are always a few things needing
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come.

Tehdét Loving Help..been praying to get Jesus and
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WILL YOU MAKE DEC 10?
KEEP IN MIND: CAR SHOW/FLEA MARKET, Saturday April 29, 2017
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THE VESTRY CORNER!
From Our Senior Warden

Vestry and Blue Horizons Team met on November 13" and

9 Drafted a revised mission statemen
prayers that our discernment over the coming few weeks is filled with
the Holy Spirit. We’ || have a fina
Annual Meeting.

1 Learned about opportunities to partner with our neighborhood from the
Community Leadership Meetings. Stayed tuned for more information on
these opportunities

1 Had a long discussion about creating a quieter, sacred space at the be-
ginning of each worship service. From the time anyone enters the Nar-
thex, we hope that they will be filled with a sense of peace in prepara-
tion for worship.

9 Committed to holding off asking fo
prior to the service in order to create a quieter entrance focused on wel-
coming people into our church. We invite each of you to visit with us
during the coffee hour in the Fellowship Hall to discuss any issues or to
say thanks to a fellow member for a job well done or to just to simply
enjoy fellowship with each other.

1 Decided to relocate the announcements on the screens to the end of the
service. When the new sound system is installed (hopefully in early De-
cember) we will be adding a screen in the Narthex (set over the current
side board) on which we plan on po

T Approved the Worship Team’ s propos
back of the Narthex to hold petitions for prayers. Once the Book is in
pl ace, we wil!/ be adding “those na
current list of prayer requests. You may continue to use the prayer re-
quest cards and/or place prayer requests in the book.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jan Bahner, Sr. Warden



SOMEONE ELSE

Our church was saddened to learn this week of the death of one of our most valued mem-
bers, Someone Else. Someone's passing creates a vacancy that will be difficult to fill. Else has
been with us for many years and for every one of those years, Someone did far more than a
normal person's share of the work.

Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, or a meeting to attend, one name was on
everyone's list, "Let Someone Else do it." Whenever leadership was mentioned, this wonder-
ful person was looked to for inspiration as well as results; "Someone Else can work with that
group."

It was common knowledge that Someone Else was among the most liberal givers in our
church. Whenever there was a financial need, everyone just assumed Someone Else would
make up the difference.

Someone Else was a wonderful person; sometimes appearing superhuman. Were the truth
known, everybody expected too much of Someone Else. Now Someone Else is gone! We won-
der what we are going to do.

Someone Else left a wonderful example to follow, but who is going to follow it? Who is going
to do the things Someone Else did?

When you are asked to help in your local church this year, remember -- they can't depend on
Someone Else anymore. Many hands make little work!

Prayer: Father let me be someone you can count on and not someone else. In the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen!

Received from FranCMT2
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION \
YOUTH SUNDAY |

Youth Sunday - First Sunday of the Month. For a few years now, we have made it a point to have readers
and chalicists who are young members of our church. Now we would like to "up the ante" and add some
more opportunities for children and youth on that Sunday. Would a young person in your family like to read a
lesson, usher, take up the bread and wine, or take the offering on a first Sunday? If so, talk to George Gaylor,
our Verger and Acolyte Master. Lets make our first Sundays shine with the involvement of our youth and
children.

SUNDAY FORUM

What is the Sunday Forum?

A "forum" is a place of assembly for the exchanging of ideas. Our Sunday Forum meets during Coffee Hour
in the Fellowship Hall, and includes a very short lesson by the Rector or other speaker, and opportunity for
discussion.

Topics for December include:

December 4 - St. Nicholas of Myra
December 11 - Advent History
December 18 - Mary, Theotokos (God-bearer)

WORSHIP TEAM
CELTIC EVENING PRAYER

Celtic Evening Prayer meets at 6:30 on Thursday evenings. Join us for silence, meditation on scripture, and
prayers for the church and the world. We are usually done by 7:00 pm, and while short, our prayer time is
refreshing and fruitful.

ST. NICHOLAS DAY (CSUNDAY, DECEMBER 4TH

On this first Sunday of December, St. Nicholas, Bishop of Myra will visit us and talk with our children and
youth during the 9:30 service. St. Nicholas was a saint from the 5th century who is famous for leaving gold in
the shoes of three girls in desperate need. His gift to them changed the course of their lives. This will be a
casual Sunday, and we encourage you to wear PURPLE! After the service, there will be a special coffee hour
with treats for all.

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE

Beginning on Sunday, January 8th, there will be a 4:30pm Evening Service. Stay tuned for more details!
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ALTAR GUILD

Monthly memorials can be made in memory of a deceased The cost of each memorial is

loved one, or in thanksgiving for an anniversary, birthday or $25. Please contact Diane
other special event Flayhart, 410-426-4618 or
dflayhart.stthomas@gmail.com,

The following Memorials can be reserved for the month of or the church office,
December: 410-821-5489, if you are
* Christmas Memorials interested in reserving a

memorial. Thank you.

HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
000606000000

CHRISTMAS EVE

4:00 PM - FAMILY SERVICE W/ MIKE AND MARK, KEYBOARD AND TRUMPET
10:30 PM - CAROLS
11:00 PM - CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

CHRISTMAS DAY
9:30 AM - HOLY EUCHARIST

NEW YEAR'S DAY
9:30 AM - LESSONS AND CAROLS



tel:410-426-4618
mailto:dflayhart.stthomas@gmail.com
tel:410-821-5489

STEWARDSHIP TEAM

FRUIT SALES

St. Thomas'’ Church has sold fruit to our
pride ourselves in providing the best available fruit at very competitive prices. Simply order

your fruit by calling the church office at 410-821-5489, sending us an email at stthomastow-
son@gmail.com, from our website, www.stthomastowson.org,or by mailing your order form

to the office.

To pick up your fruit, arrive on the delivery day between 9am-11am to pay for your order. The
first date of sales will be on Saturday, December 10th.

MINISTRY AND MISSION TEAM

LOCH RAVEN NETWORK

Many thanks to all who donated to our toiletries drive during October for the students in cri-
sis at Loch Raven High School! The supplies were eagerly received and go a long way to caring
for the students. Thanks to Jo Leslie for delivering the donations to the school!

OnOctober26™, St . Thomas’' hosted the first func
people from the community came to hear about the network, enjoy good food and partici-

pate in a silent auction and raffle. Over $2000 was raised that evening. The Network is now

officially designated a non-profit organization. The leadership of the network asked that we

send their sincere appreciation to St. Th

While we will not be doing a specific fundraiser in the coming few months, anyone who would

like to keep in touch with what the Room of Requirement needs can e-mail Chris Diehl at
chrisdiehl@comcast.net and ask to be signed up for their ongoing list on signup genius. Please
menti on that you are a member at St. Thom

You can al so access Loch Raven High Schoo
https://www.signupgenius.com/findasignup

Simply enter Chris Diehl’”s email address
the Room of Requirements.


mailto:chrisdiehl@comcst.net

Volunteer Opportunity...

December 12", 6:00-8:00 p.m.
Salvation Army Warehouse
400 East 29" Street
Baltimore, MID 21218

Contact Linda Condon if you want to
volunteer or need more details!

LA U8 8 8 8 L m L e e e e

443-841-2482
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MINISTRY AND MISSION TEAM

GOD PLANNED YOU FOR A PURPOSE

10

11
12
14
15
16
23
27

28
31

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Rhonda Cenci
Mary Scherer
Mary Beth Robinson

Brian John Shuba, Jr.

Jonathan Horner
James Kappler
Lillian Kassir
Wanda Swatzbaugh
Leah Daniels
Douglas Christopher
Rachel Vaught

Jim Stultz

David Jemellaro
Sarah Daniels
Phillip Payne

Kate Snead
Rosemary Merritt
James Reilly
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Birthdays and anniversaries are always
celebrated and prayed for during Sun-
day services. We would also like to put
monthly birthdays in each issue of The
Good News. If your birthday is not
listed when it should be, please contact
the Church office,

410-821-5489 or
stthomastowson@gmail.com, or

Betty Wilson, 410-937-2934 or
oomawilsonll@gmail.com.

If you have a December birthday and
your name does not appear on this
list, please notify the Church office or
Betty Wilson —410-937-2934
(oomawilsonl1l@gmail.com)

to send

year. | f you

would be most appreciated. Please leave them in the card
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Love. Grow. Serve.

i n the

“Thi n kinssegeralo f
have

an

Th a


mailto:oomawilson11@gmail.com
mailto:oomawilson11@gmail.com
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VISION
St. Thomasd Episcopal Church

confidently dedicated to God and his Word, boldly striving to seek,
to serve, and to reach out to those in need.
MISSION
We focus our response to God and to the community in joyful
worship, compassionate outreach and relevant service.
Through fellowship, music, study, and prayer,

we seek to strengthen our faith, each other, and our love for God.
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