GOOD NEWS NOVEMBER

2017
ST. THOMAS® EPI SCOPA

410-821-5489

A MESSAGE FROM OUR RECTOR, 1108 Providence Ro

Towson, MD 2128

ReV. LOree Pennel‘ stthomastowson@gmail.co

www.stthomastowson.org

Conversations

When | think of November, | think of get togethers with family over a huge thanksgiving feast, running into interest-

ing people while out shopping, and conversations about thanksgiving baskets for ACTC and for the Loch Raven Net-
work. November is always a surprisié can be as balmy as September or as cold as February, but in the midst of it,
there is always a holiday feeligg FSSt Ay3a GKIG OFly 6S 62yRSNFdA 2N &4l R

I have had a lot of conversations over the last two weeksnversations with families of the dying, conver-
sations about ministry projects, chats with new colleagues, like David, the new Presbyterian minister across the
street, and with dear, beloved colleagues who are leaving the diocese for new adventures, and whom | will miss
IANBFGfeod L KI@S GFf1SR ¢6AGK (K2&aS oK2 KIFI @S 06SSy ofS
those who have been disappointed by what I, or the church has not done. Some of them have been difficult; but all
have been a blessing, because each time | talk with someone, | learn something.
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out to someone and go past my comfort zone, | discover a great richness in life. Everyone has a story. Everyone has
burdens they carry. Everyone has been both challenged and blessed by this journey we call life. If we take the time
to listen, we ourselves are enriched.

Jesus spent a lot of time talking to people. First he talked to his disciples, especially the twelve he chose to
follow him. He also talked to women, and lepers, and the homeless, the outcasts, the rich, the poor, sinners and
saints. To him they were equal. He cared neither for race or social standing, and cared more for how a person lived
his or her life than whether or not they were present in the synagogue every week. His desire was to see the King-
dom of God fulfilled, so he talked to people. He taught them about love, and hope, and God. And he listened. And
listened. And listened some more.

| hope that we can become more like Jesus each day we walk this earth. Is that possible? Yes. We grow like
the person we spend time with. People say couples look alike after many years of marriage. They grow more alike in
some ways, while still keeping their own personalities. This is how we become more like Jesus. We read about him
in the gospels. We talk to him as we have our daily devotions. We talk about him to others. And we listen to the
faith stories of other people, even as we are willing to share our own.
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story. Move beyond the things that you know or share often, and venture into the unkq@sk someone to tell
you about their life. Perhaps you will have an opportunity to share your story as well.

It might not seem like it, but these conversations, these times of listening and telling stories, has a name. Its
' yIEYS Y2ai 2F dzaA FNB FFNIAR 2F0 LGda yryS rAa ddKFG a
ten to others, whether their stories are faith filled or not. We find things in common. Share your story this month.
And share your time with someone. Just a little of your time can make a huge difference to someone who needs a
friend, or needs to get something off their chest. In doing so, you are helping to bring the Kingdom of God.



MESSAGE FROM OUR SENIOR WARDEN
Jan Bahner

A gift opens the way and ushers the giver into the presence of the great.
Proverbs 18:16
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cess! We raised almost 4 times as much as we did last year. These funds will go to supporting students and families
with Thanksgiving meals, supplementing donations to the Room of Support, assisting students with graduation and
pre-college expenses, and other needs as they arise.

Updates on our St. Thomas donations in September and October follow later in this Good News. Thank you for all of
your donations!

The Blue Horizon Team and Vestry met on Octob8r Ater updates from our FOG (Financial Opportunities Group)
and SSG (Sharing Space Group), we decided the following:

1 There are possibilities to explore about our building and property in order to secure the future of St. Thomas.
None of the opportunities fully explored to date was palatable to the group. We will revisit these opportuni-
ties and our need in six months.

1 While members met with another church in the area to explore sharing ministries, there was no interest at
this time. We will continue to seek opportunities and evaluate each on its own merit.

1 The use of the name Blue Horizon will stop after this writing. The work of Blue Horizon has never been about
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we created the following work groups:

Money ¢ how we think about money: growth vs. maintenance

Volunteersc how do we ask and find volunteers

Communicatiorg more and more and more
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Many thanks to the members of the Blue Horizon Team! Your work has formed the foundation of the work yet to
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As we bring our Stewardship month to a close on Novemb&r ok forward to seeing eve
ryone at our catered dinner after worship.




MESSAGE FROM OUR JUNIOR WARDEN
Vernon Adams
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generously donate their time, talent and even some of their treasure; we are making some headway.

Following the patio completion we have started our planned weeding and planting of the side/
front/patio areas. Underway at the front entrance; mulching, plants, and a stone walkway are close to be-
ing completed. A table and chairs under the dogwood where you can sit to relax, read and pray is also in
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forgotten to mention.

At the lower parking lot the newly planted and relocated trees seemed to have survived and are look-
Ay3 hyXedzaild KIFEIgS G2 1SSLI dzZlJ 6AGK GKS gl 0SNAY3IXR:
purpose.
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ing a couple of pews. We plan on this move during the work day of Nov. 11.
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plete painting of all spaces including the hallways are in need of our TLC. To follow those areas we will
move to the office spaces for some similar work. Again, your time and talents for these projects will be
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haps the many other Flea/Garden Markets in the area that weekend did not help. In any event, we are re
thinking the future of the Flea Market and at this time it is not in our plans for the future. | welcome any
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great way to spread the fellowship of St Thomas with the neighborhood. Let me have
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THE

THE VESTRY CORNER!

The Vestry met following the joint Blue Horizon and Vestry meeting on OctoBer 14 CHURCH

We’re here for you

The Vestry approved a simpler organizational chart for 2018. It consolidates Ministry an s
sion with Stewardship to be overseen by the Sr. Warden and Formation with Worship to ﬂ
overseen by the Rector. It also renames the Finance Committee to the Endowment Commit-

tee, which Jeanne Windsor has graciously volunteered to chair. An updated presentation will be available ol
the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.

Nominating Committee members have begun recruiting volunteers to run for the four Vestry positions,
which will become open in January. If you are considering joining the slate of candidates and have not been
approached, please contact Jeanne Windsor, Laura Doles, or Barbara Lewis.

Respectfully submitted,
Jan Bahner, Sr. Warden

COMMITMENT SUNDAY
CATERED BRUNCNOVEMBER 12TH

TEACH
SENEROSITY

Plan to be in church November 12th to receive your pledge card éggé\’ﬁ'fﬁ
write your pledge during the service, and then join us for a wond JdYL°"§ rﬁ e
ful catered brunch afterwardThis will be a wonderful service with < "= Ecacie .
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guest preacher Mike Zellhofer, former pastor and Executive Dire:  cricerorec =i

FAITH D
m

of Third Wall ProductionsMike is an accomplished preach&ome Lovgg *
celebrate this wonderful day as we rejoice in God's bounty given S
St. Thomas'.

e CHURCH WORK DAY
11 Nov 2017 | 08:00 am 12:00 pm

WORIE

On the second Saturday of each month (except December), the Property Committee sponsors a Work Day
from 8am¢ 12pm. All church members are encouraged to join in to help maintain and repair our grounds
and building. No need to notify anyone, just come and pitch in, even for an hour!



MUSIC MINISTRY

JOIN OUR MUSIC MINISTRsic Ministry is looking for anyone who is
L\Music— == willing to share their time and talent and serve musically at services. There
is no commitment, come, bring your voices, instruments and even a friend
YR &aSS AT &2dz KIS 0SSy YAaaAiay3d D:
hearsals are in the church on Thursdays from -R3D. Come and make
music and even some new friends.

7' Ministry

CHRISTIAN FORMATION TEAM

THEOLOGY ON TAP
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5

Theology on Tap meets Monday evenings at the Raven Inn (8636 Loch Raven Blvd, Towson, MD 21286 ) a
7:00 pm. Over brew and beverages we will meet for theological reflegtioohance to look at an incident

or reading or other topic through the lens of theology: how does God intersect with this? Where do we see
God at work? What might our actions be? It is fun and relaxing. Bring friends to join us.
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Teaching children to worship is not just sitting and listening, but is actively thinking about God, appreciating
God for who He is, thanking God for what He has done, giving back to God, and praising God through song
and other expressions. Children need guidance to learn how to worship God.
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WORSHIP TEAM

ALTAR GUILD

For the month of November, dedications are available for Eucharistic Carbeshe month of December,
dedications are available for Wine, the Sanctuary Candle, flower arrangements on 12/31 :
Christmas Memorials.

Each dedication is $2%lease contact Diane Flayhart4dt0-426-4618or dflay-
hart.stthomas@gmail.copor the church office.
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MINISTRY AND MISSION TEAM
LOCH RAVEN NETWORK OCTOBER OUTREACH

The following announcement appeared in the bulletin during October:

Imagine your loved one going without food or basic personal hygiene items. You know this hardship exists fc
many, but did you know just how many are in our community? Students at Loch Raven High School are goin
without basic necessities, while struggling with complex family dynamics and challenging cour3éwwoek.

is an urgent need for your support. God has given us such gifts to be sharezte is a wish list of much

needed items in the Narthex.

And many of you responded! In September, we donated 52 umbrellas and 2 bags of toiletries. While the tota
amount donated in October is unknown as | write, the box is filling up. Your generosity is heartwarming!
Thank you so very much!

We usually receive-2 phone calls a month with folks saying that they forgot to bring in their donations and
FAalAy3a 6KSyYy Aa AG (G22 €F0S G2 oNRAYy3a Ay UGUKSANI R2Y
drive for the month, any donations are always welcome and needed. Please check out the Room of Suppor
section of the Loch Raven Network website (lochravennetwork.org) any time to see what items are needed
the most.
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Donations to the network are tadeductible and checks may be made out to The Loch Raven Net¥fork.

you have any questions, please contact Jan Bahner at

bahner.stthomas@gmail.coor 4435649464
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again making scarves for Meals on Wheels clients. We are in need of knitters and crocheters. If you knit or
crochet, please consider makingascarf6(3 o6& F LIINREAYLFGSt& cnév FyR R
Wheels project. If you aspire to be a knitter or crocheter and find yourself with unused yarn that needs a
home, please consider donating your extra yarn. If would like to be awarker, please join us on Satur-

day, November 18in Room 7 at 10:00am

If you are working on scarves at home, please note that completed scarves are due to church before
Thanksgiving. Yarn donations are always gleefully accepted!

For more information, feel free to contact Beth Crosbpetosby.saintthomas@qgmail.com
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ACTC 2017 THANKSGIVING BASKETS

Please includ®©NLYthe following items in each basket:
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It's that time of year when we share our
abundance with those in need for Thankg-
giving. Please pick up a flyer in the Nar-
thex listing foods for a Thanksgiving Bag| 1 cans meat/main dish (example: beef stew or

for ACTCThere is also a list of grocery chili-15-240z cans)

stores where you can pick @il the items 1 large can fruit (2800z can)

in re-usable grocery bags for $24 or lessl 4 cans vegetables (example: green beans, peas or
per bag, depending on what's on sale thjt corn- 150z cans)

week. For those that would like someong 1 cranberry sauce

else to do the shopping for you or to pur
chase turkeys, please place your monetgry
donation in the designated can in the N&j-
thex. Checks should be made payable tq
St. Thomas' ChurclAll donations must bgl 1 bag or box of stuffing mix

at church by Sunday, November 1 Ib. bag or box of rice

12th. Questions?Contact Diane Flayharf« p| FAsE po NOT PUT MONEY OR GIFT CARDS IN BAGS.
4104264618 ordflay-

hart.stthomas@agmail.comThank you for

1 can sweet potatoes/yams (Z®0z can)

2 pkg. macaroni & cheese
1 box instant mashed potatoes

1 cake or brownie mix

your generous support for those in our
community.

TIPS FOR PACKING
Pack large cans on bottom & lighter items on top.
If possible use a Reusable Grocery Bag /
a double brown grocery bag inserted in double plastic bag.

Mark bags a€OMPLETE or INCOMPL@$Ewvhat is missing).
OR

You will have the opportunity to purchase gracked Thanksgiving Baskets from several supermarkets in the
area for a reasonable price.

Detailed information can be found on the flyer in the Narthex.
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YOUR FAMILY

CAN GIVE
THANKSGIVING

TO ONE LRHS
FAMILY IN NEED

/s Easy b be Fenerous/

JAN BAHNER
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jbahner.stthomas@gmail.com




FRUIT SALES
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selves in providing the best available fruit at very competitive prices. Simply order your fruit by calling
the church office at 41:821-5489, sending us an email at stthomastowson@gmail.com, from our web-

site, www.stthomastowson.org or by mailing your order form to the office.
To pick up your fruit, arrive on the delivery day between 95bam to pay for your order. The first date

of sales will be on Saturdajipvember 18th



